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The Special Juridical Person System in Japan and its Railway Reform
'Song Sheng, “Rong Chaohe

( *Graduate School, Doshisha University, Kyoto, 602-8580, Japan
25chool of Economics and Management, Northern Jiaotong University, Beijing 100044, China)

Abstract: The paper discusses the process of railway reform in Japan from the angle of the special
juridical person system. Among public welfare juridical persons in Japan, there is a group of
specia public corporations, which are incorporated in accordance with special laws. These
corporations aim at economic activities that neither the government nor private enterprises are
competent for. Japan Railway Construction Public Corporation (JRCC), Corporation for Advanced
Transport and Technology (CATT) and the 7 Japan Railway Companies (7 JRs) formed after the
reformation of Japan National Railway system can be classified into this kind of special
corporations. These specia juridical persons have greatly promoted Japan's post-war economic
revival and implementation of its social and economic policies. However, there are still some
problems need to be resolved, therefore the special corporation systems in Japan are experiencing
a reform. Although the 3 JR companies (East, West and Central) in Honshu of Japan have nearly
transformed into private enterprises, their status in transport market will make them remaining the
special identities with certain publicity and under government’s regulation in certain levels.

key words: Japan, special juridical person, railway reform, privatization, public corporation






